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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 101 1 

FROM SCOTES, USINT DAMASCUS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, US 

SUBJ: REACTION TO SECRETARY’S VISIT 

1. BASED ON TALKS WITH ITALIAN EMBASSY, SEVERAL 
DAMASCENES AND US NEWSMAN, SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS ARE PLEASED WITH RESULTS OF SECRETARY'S 
VISIT. THESE LATTER ARE REPORTEDLY QUOTED AS EXPRES- 
SING VIEW THAT SYRIA WILL BE MAKING SOME POSITIVE 
MOVEMENTS TOWARD ATTENDANCE GENEVA CONFERENCE I* 
NEAR FUTURE. IN THIS REGARD, ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
INFORMED ME THAT HE HAS LEARNED PRESIDENT ASSAD 
INTENDS TO HOLD CONGRESS OF PROGRESSIVE FRONT 
(UMBRELLA POLITICAL ORGANIZATION IN WHICH ALL SYRIAN 
POLITICAL PARTIES ARE REPRESENTED) TOWARD THE END OF 
JANUARY. AT THAT MEETING ASSAD INTENDS TO OBTAIN 
APPROVAL FOR HIS NEXT POLITICAL MOVES, E.G., SYRIAN 
ATTENDANCE AT GENEVA. ACCORDING ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
ASSAD ALSO INTENDS ANNOUNCE HIS LONG-AWAITED CABINET 
RESHUFFLE (SEE OUR PREVIOUS CABLES ON THIS SUBJECT). 
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2. MEANWHILE, THERE ARE ALSO RUMORS IN DAMASCUS THAT 
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ASSAD PLANS CARRY OUT PURGE OF ARMY OFFICERS IN NEAR 
FUTURE. THIS RUMOR HAS BEEN MAKING THE ROUNDS FOR THE 
LAST SEVERAL WEEKS BUT HAS GAINED FUTHER CURRENCY OVER 
LAST FEW DAYS. AT SAME TIME, THERE ARE REPORTS THAT 
IRAQI TROOPS HAVE RETURNED TO SYRIA ALTHOUGH THEY ARE NOT 
ON THE FRONT LINES. THIS RETURN REPORTEDLY FOLLOWS AN 
AGREEMENTS REACHED WHEN PRESIDENT ASSAD VISITED BAGHDAD 
SOME TWO WEEKS AGO (ITALIAN AMBASSADOR HAS CONFIRMATION 
FROM PRESIDENT ASSAD S PILOT THAT ASSAD. IN FACT, MADE 
TRI* TO BAGHDAD). 

HOUGHTON 
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